
Towards that end I 
invite you to pray with 
me our Expansion 
Journey Prayer: 
 

Expand our hearts, 
our buildings, and our 

ministries, O Lord.  
 

This fall as we break 
ground, it is my hope 
that the joy of being 
Christ-centered in the 
community spreading 
God’s love and word 
to all touches and 
transforms you.  
In Christ, Pastor Pat 

As we continue to 
walk by faith, not by 
sight we are learning 
that transformation is 
a journey filled with 
blessings, changes, 
set backs and real life 
messiness.  The one 
constant is God’s 
abiding presence with 
us, in us and for us.  
It is from God that we 
get the courage and 
boldness to seek new 
life for ourselves, our 
community and this 
congregation.   
 
This fall we begin the 
adventure of building 

expansion.  During 
construction, it is 
good to remember  
we are expanding our 
buildings so we can 
expand our ministries 
and our presence in 
this neighborhood to 
further God’s purpose 
for St. Andrew.  It’s 
not about our will, but 
God’s will. 
 
Healthy churches and 
healthy people  keep 
their eyes, hearts and 
minds focused on 
their part in God’s 
mission to love and 
bless the world.   

Join us on Sunday, 

September 13, as 
we celebrate what 

God is doing in our 

midst.   
 

Following worship 

you are invited for 

brunch and a time 

to explore upcom-

ing events and 
register the kids 

for Sunday School.  

Activities for kids 

of all ages will be 
part of the fun.   

We will also update 

you on our building 

expansion plans as 

we continue to 
walk by faith, not 

by sight. 
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Thank you for your 

generosity to our 
neighboring 

schools: Lakeview 

and Cholla.   

 
We collected 16 

pairs of undies, 6 

pairs of socks, 5 

shirts, 10 scis-

sors, 3 school 
boxes, 4 rulers, 

35 erasers, 4 

binders, 5 packs 

of copy paper, 52 
notebooks, 39 

packs of paper, 4 

rolls of tape, 35 

glue sticks, 8 glue 

bottles, 3 packs 
of colored pencils, 

19 packs of mark-

ers, 60 mechani-

cal pencils plus 
lead, over 400 

pens and over 

600 pencils.   

G o d ’ s  L o v e  i s  S h o w n   

T h r o u g h  J o y f u l  s e r v i c e  
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The ELCA Churchwide Assembly in Minneapolis reminded me of how much we do together as the  
larger church in terms of mission, social justice, ecumenism and caring.  We are a church respected 
for our work with refugees, AIDS/HIV research and care, feeding the hungry, and immigration. This 
year we will be joining the fight against Malaria in Africa.  We are also a church that has a broad tent 
and can be in relationship with other denominations without losing our own identity as Lutheran    
Christians.  The  Assembly voted to accept the United Methodist Church as a full communion partner.  
They join the list of our brothers and sisters in Christ from Episcopal, Presbyterian, Reformed,         
Moravian and United Church of Christ communities.  Full communion means we share altar and pulpit 
fellowship and are free to commune together and share pastoral leadership. 
 
The ELCA Churchwide Assembly also voted to accept the Human Sexuality Social Statement by a 
two-thirds majority. The Social Statement is a teaching document that upholds marriage and           
denounces sexual exploitation.  It also acknowledges four different attitudes within the church towards 
homosexuality.  The Social Statement is not something that everyone has to agree with in total, but a 
discussion tool that reflects where we are in our understanding of sexuality today.  It (and other       
Assembly actions) can be found at www.elca.org.  
 
The assembly also voted to allow churches that wish to do so to recognize PALMS (Publically         
Accountable, Life-long, Monogamous, Same-gender) relationships and to call pastors in such relation-
ships to their churches.  No church will be forced to accept someone they believe in good conscience 
is prohibited by Scripture from serving the church.  No one will be forced to perform same-gender 
blessings, but some church bodies who in good conscience do not believe scripture prohibits these 
actions will be free to do so.  
 
Before that vote,  the assembly first voted to bear one another’s burden’s and respect conscious 
bound differences when it comes to sexuality and the reading of scripture. The debates on the subject 
were inspiring, tedious, painful and joy-filled.  They reflected what it is to be church together. 
 
If you are troubled by this decision or if you would like to know more, please come and speak with me.  
I remain hopeful that we can unite in Christ and continue to live side by side despite our differences as 
we join God’s mission to love and bless the world. In Christ, Pastor Pat 

 

E L C A  C H U R C H W I D E  A C T I O N S  



God does not deny us rest. 
God rested on the 7th day of 
creation and commanded the 
people to take a Sabbath 
weekly. Jesus invites us to, 
“Take my yoke upon you and 
learn from me, for I am gen-
tle and humble in heart, and 
you will find rest for your 
souls.” Matthew 11:29). 
 
Rest for our souls. Our     
worship services have short   
intervals of silence for    
meditation, moments of rest. 
These are not long enough 
for complete restoration from 
our daily work but rather are 
the short breathers in the  
circuit training – they invite 
us to turn our attention for 
this short hour to God and 
the church community. Total  
restoration requires longer 
periods of prayer, contempla-
tion, and, of course, listening. 
 
Music is punctuated by rests 
which allow us time to 
breathe and to relish the 
sounds around the silence. 
Without the rests, the music 
could become tedious, the 
lyrics overwhelming. In      

addition, there is time for 
you to find rest during our 
worship: the musical      
prelude, introduction to 
hymns, hymn verses sung 
by choir or men or women, 
interludes between verses, 
special music or anthems. 
These spaces allow time to 
breathe, time to stand back 
to attend to the poetry, the 
voices of the community, 
the reverberation of organ 
or drum in the worship 
space. 
 
Then, because so many 
people were coming and 
going that they did not even 
have a chance to eat, he 
said to them, "Come with 
me by yourselves to a quiet 
place and get some 
rest." (Mark 6:31)  
 
Christ understands your 
need for rest; take him up 
on the offer. 
 
Mary Cornelius 

M u s i c  N o t e s  
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Rest for the Weary 
 
The importance of physical 
rest really hit home for me 
recently.  Five mornings a 
week I join about 30 other 
women in a beautiful setting 
to be challenged with intense 
exercise at fitness boot 
camp. During the first round 
of circuit training, we produce 
pretty well. Resuming the 
same exercise on the second 
circuit, we find that our per-
formance deteriorates. The 
third time through – well, we 
are happy to get through it at 
all. However, the next day, 
we are back to our original 
level, or even surpassing it! 
 
The difference, of course, is 
that we are not really rested 
during the circuit exercise. It 
takes the body several hours 
to recover and prepare for 
the next challenge. Mentally, 
it takes 2-3 days for me to 
get out of the “work” mental-
ity and really enjoy vacation 
time. And the effect of sleep 
deprivation on brain activity 
is well documented. 
 

M E N ’ S  W I S D O M  C O U N C I L  

All men are welcome and encouraged to come and share the food, 

fun and fellowship in a positive environment at the Men’s Wisdom 

Council Breakfast.   
 

This month’s breakfast is Saturday, September 26, at 8am in 

Lange Hall. Bring your favorite tool. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What is it we do 

when “WE BRING 

OUR OFFERING”? 

  

We make our       

offering as an act 

of worship. 

 

We express our 

love and devotion 

by sacrificing   

something of value. 

 

We make our       

offering as an act 

of liberation. 

 

We break the hold 

of money and      

release it lightly, 

freely, with joy. 

 

 

 

We make our       

offering as an act 

of community. 

 

My offering        

becomes part of 

the ministry of 

God.   My identity 

is now part of the 

church. 

 

We make our  

offering in  

imitation of Christ. 

 

We are generous 

because Christ is 

generous in His 

work and in laying 

down His life, and 

we want to be like 

Him. 

 

 

The dollars will do 

great things in our 

community and in 

new missions,   

medical clinics and 

church wide        

organizations.   

 

Some of it may 

even come back to 

our congregation in 

the form of grants, 

services, programs 

and resources.   

 
 

R E S O U R C E  
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Yet before the  

dollars ever get 

there, the offering 

dollars have        

already done great 

things.   

 

Offering, the act 

itself, has already 

worked its inspiring  

life-transforming 

power.  Our  

offering proclaims 

to all who care to 

know:  

 

We follow Christ. 

 

Marilyn Berry 

Resource Team  

Leader 

 

 

 

S T .  A N D R E W  C A L L I N G  

At press time a brochure is being prepared to highlight the different Bible study and 

small group opportunities we will offer this fall.  These include Tuesday Night Small 

Group Bible Studies for Men and Women (beginning September 15, 7pm) and Sunday 

Morning Adult Education (beginning September 20, 10:30am).   It also includes New 

Member Orientation for anyone interested in membership at St. Andrew (date to be 

determined) and a Sunday Afternoon Seminar on Hospice and Dying (October 18, 3pm). 

 

Join us on Expansion Sunday for Brunch and to explore the different ways that God is 

inviting you to explore God’s Word.  There will be events for the entire family—fun for 

kids by Anne Ball—and an opportunity to register children for Sunday School.   

G O D  I S  P R E S E N T  I N  T H E  W O R D  



Jesus took this bit of 
Jewish wisdom and 
transformed it.  Yes, we 
are to persist in prayer, 
but prayer also expects 
God to answer.  
 
Jesus puts the emphasis 
on God’s goodness.  In 
our prayer lives, God is 
the actor.  We are the 
subjects—the ones who 
receive God’s goodness.  
It’s from God that all 
blessings flow.   

Ask and it will be given 

to you; seek and you 

will find; knock, and the 

door will be opened for 

you.  Matthew 7: 7 
 

Ask, seek and knock are 
three Jewish expressions 
for prayer.  They all 
mean the same thing. 
They remind us it’s 
okay to ask God for 
what we want. They  
encourage us to persist.  
 

When is the last time 
you prayed with the 
sense that God wants to 
give you what you 
need—the expectation 
that God will give you 
what you need?   
 
For everyone who asks 

receives, and everyone 

who seeks finds, and for 

everyone who knocks, 

the door will be opened. 

Matthew 7: 8   

P R A Y E R  I S  O U R  C O N N E C T I O N  T O   

G o d ’ s  w i l l  

P a g e  5  V o l u m e  9 ,  I s s u e  9  

Birthdays for September 
 

September 5 Tamara Guenthner   September 20 Stephen Spanelli 
September 6 Corbin Kohtz   September 22 Sylvia Johnson 
September 11 Lyle Tolifson   September 23 Reece Cunningham 
September 12 Dailey Kohtz    September 24 John Toft 
September 12 Robin McManus   September 27 Bobby Ball 
September 14 Kyla Holmquist   September 29 Zak Randlett 
September 15 Aaron Cunningham 

 
 

Anniversaries for September 
 

Dick & Alice Glover  September 1 
Russ & Cindy Guenthner September 1 
Lyle & Laura Tolifson September 3 
Ken & Kathy Aydelotte September 4 
Dan & Kelly Burkhardt September 5 

 

Email Prayer  

Requests to the 

Kneemail Prayer 

Chain at  

Prayerchain 

@saintandrewaz.org 

 



ROCK CLIMBING 

 

On Sunday,    
September 13th, 

following the     

Sunday School 

Kickoff Event after 

church, we will 

travel over to the 

Ape Index Rock 

Gym to go climb-

ing.  We will finish 

off the afternoon 

with ice cream from 

Cold Stone.  

Contact Alan 

Wendt for more 

information. 

 

YOUTH MOVIE 

NIGHT 
 

We are resuming 

our movie night 

monthly activities 

with the youth at 

Grace Lutheran 

Church this month.  

Movie night is open 

to youth in 6th 

grade through high 

school. 

 

Grace will be com-

ing to St. Andrew 

to play, eat and 

watch a thought 

provoking movie on 

Sunday, September 

27, from 4;30 pm—

8pm.  Adults are 

needed to help with 

the food and fun.  

See Pastor Pat if 

you can help.   

CANOE TRIP 

NEWS 

The canoe trip has 

been rescheduled 

to December 19th, 

20th, & 21st.  We will 

leave Saturday 

morning, canoe 

on Sunday, and 

return home 

on Monday.   

Support the Women’s Retreat by buying tickets for our raffle, 
 
 

and you might win a nice prize too!  Several prizes for all ages are available, and you 
choose which prizes you want to win.  Tickets are $1 each or 6 for $5.  Get your tickets 
at our table from August 30 through September 13.  The drawing is September 13 at 
the end of fellowship time.   Winners don’t have to be present to win, and you don’t 
even have to be a woman to buy a ticket!  Plus -- you double your gift because 
 

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 
will match our earnings.  We thank them for their support of our ministries. 

Y o u t h  N e w s  

E X P A N S I O N  S U N D A Y  R A F F L E  
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Anyone 

interested in 

joining us on this 

trip through 

Topock Gorge on 

the Colorado 

River,  please 

contact 

Alan.  There will 

be more 

information, as 

we get closer to 

the date. 

S T .  A N D R E W  C A L L I N G  



Christ’s love is shown 

through joyful service 

 

All are welcome 

 

Satisfy your cravings for friends, God, and spiritual growth! 
 
Location:  Flagstaff, Arizona 
When:  Friday, October 9, in the evening, through  
  Sunday, October 11 at noon 
Cost:  $95.00 

 
Registration begins August 30.  Visit our booth on Expansion Sunday, September 13  

for more information and to get your raffle tickets! 
 
Invite your friends, family members, neighbors.  To follow the latest information on Face-
book, send email to cindy.guenthner@gmail.com and receive a link to the Facebook event.  
More information will also be shared in the bulletin and newsletter. 

 
For more information,  

talk to Susan Schmatjen or contact Cindy Guenthner, 602-576-0815,  
email Cindy.Guenthner@gmail.com. 

G o d ’ s  P u r p o s e  f o r  S t .  A n d r e w  i s  

t o  b e  C h r i s t - c e n t e r e d  i n  t h e  

C o m m u n i t y  s p r e a d i n g  G o d ’ s  L o v e  

a n d  W o r d  t o  a l l  

Biblical Guiding Principles 
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Jesus is Lord 

God is present in the Word 

Prayer is our connection to 

God’s will 



St. Andrew Lutheran Church 
 
3101 W. Cholla Street 
 
Phoenix, AZ 85029 
 
 
Address Correction Requested 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The purpose of St. Andrew Lutheran 
Church  

 
is to be Christ-centered in the 

community  
 

spreading God’s love and word to all.  

Pastor Pat Reed 
pastor@saintandrewaz.org 

 
 Council President 
Susan Schmatjen 

 
Secretary 

Kelly Guenthner 
secretary@saintandrewaz.org 

 
Office Hours: 

M – Thurs,  9:00 am - 3:00 pm  
F -  Office Closed 

 
602-942-5811 


