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ST. ANDREW CALLING

WHY LENT?

Recently a preacher
asked the question, “Why
Lent?” He was comical as
he talked about how Lent
is not a popular season.
He’s right. When was the
last time you heard some-
one say “Only ten more
days to Ash Wednesday™?
He also noted that there
are many more names for
the day before Ash
Wednesday— Mardi Gras,
Shrove Tuesday, Fat
Tuesday to name a few
—then for the whole 40
days of Lent.

There is reason for this.
Many of us think of Lent
as a time of deprivation
and guilt. We are re-
minded of our mortality,
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our sinfulness and our
failures as we walk with
Jesus’ to the cross where
he dies for us by our
hands. It can feel like a
burden to get up for Lent
only to get down on our-
selves. It’s no wonder
we don’t think of Lent as
a season of gift giving and
joy.

Certainly there is a more
somber side to Lent, but
don’t miss the gift of
Lent. Lent can be a time
to ponder what it means
to be a human being
created in God’s image.
That may mean facing our
sins and flaws, but for the
purpose of being more of
who God created us to be
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—not to make us guilty
and miserable.

Lent invites us to trust
that we are created by a
loving God who calls us
to be in relationship with
God and one another. It
i a season to take time to
slow down and be with
God—not to focus on
our shortcoming, but to
celebrate the gifts we
have been given and grow
to be more Christ-like.

This Lent why not feel
the joy that comes
through our humanity
and blesses us to bless
others?

In Christ,
Pastor Pat

WORSHIP, SOUP

Ash Wednesday worship
with ashes & communion
will be on February 17th
at 7pm. With help from
Psalm 51 and King David
we will look at the joy
and roll of repentance in
the Christian life.

AND STUDY

The following week on
Wednesday, February
24th, we will resume our
tradition of Soup and
Study Nights during Lent.
Soup Supper begins at
6pm and study follows at
6:45pm (see page 3 for
details.

The first -
Soup Supper will b
provided by Church
Council with help from
Parish Life. People are
needed to provide Soup,
Bread or Cookies on
other nights. Sign up
sheets will be available.

SPECIAL POINTS OF
INTEREST:
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ST. ANDREW
SUPPORTS DESERT
MissioN FooD
BANK WITH 1% OF
OUR GIVING

BLESSED ARE
THOSE WHO
ARE GENEROUS,
BECAUSE THEY
FEED THE POOR

PROVERBS 22:9

IF ONE MEMBER
SUFFERS, ALL

SUFFER TOGETHER

WITH IT, IF ONE
MEMBER 1S
HONORED, ALL

REJOICE TOGETHER

WITH IT.

1 CORINTHIANS 12: 26

HUNGER HAS MANY FACES

Hunger has a world face.

1.02 billion people are
food-insecure, and three
million children under the
age of 5 will die this year
from malnutrition. We at
St. Andrew combat world
hunger with our 2¢ for
World Hunger. Last year
we sent in over $660. Our
Youth Group has also
packed meals for Feed My
Starving Children.

Hunger has a national
face.

11.7 million children live
in homes where regular
meals are not an expecta-
tion, but rather a luxury.
That is 1 household in 10.
We combat national hun-
ger with our participation
in Souper Bowl of Caring.
Last year $10,300,000.00
in cash and food were
collected by youth groups
and donated to local food

banks. With the help of
our youth group we sup-
ported the Desert Mission
Food Bank and the St.
John’s Food Bank with 160
food items and $120.

Hunger has an Arizona
face.

In Arizona 20.2% of
children under the age of
18 go hungry. We rank 5
of all the states for food-
insecurity. We combat
Arizona hunger by tithing
1% to Desert Mission Food
Bank.

Hunger has a neighbor-
hood face.

Both Lakeview Elementary
and Cholla Middle School
have children who are
identified as being home-
less or in transitional
housing. The two schools
have together, almost 75
children on the backpack
program. This program is

for children for whom
there is no adult in the
household with a priority
to see these children eat.
The foods sent home are all
almost ready-to-eat — easily
prepared by children for
children. We supported
these families with food
boxes at Thanksgiving, and
will continue to support
the food pantries that each
social worker is starting.*

St. Andrew is a small
congregation with a giant
heart. Your generosity is
overwhelming, and you
will continue to be blessed
so that you can be a
blessing to the world
around you.

Jeri Hauff

*See page 4 for a list of
items for Cholla/Lakeview
Pantry to bring on Souper
Bowl Sunday.

HAITI RELIEF

The outpouring of gifts
from the ELCA to ELCA
Disaster Response has
enabled a swift response to
the devastating earthquake
in Haiti.

Over $1.6 million has been
donated for relief efforts.
That money has provided:

*Two Water Purification
Systems bringing clean
water to 25,000 people

*Emergency medical and
food supplies to thousands

*Blankets and tents for
10,000 homeless people.

Visit the ELCA website for
more information or to
make a donation. You can
also call 800-638-3522.
100% of donations go to
the response effort thanks
to the benevolence giving
of congregations like St.
Andrew.
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. Matt 4:1
Lent — the holy season
which calls us to repen-
tance, atonement for those
sins we have committed
throughout the Christmas

Music NOTES

ourselves: redeem our
souls, rescue our bodies
from poor habits, coerce us
to be what WE think God
wants us to be. | reread the
story of Jesus’ 40 days in
the desert. He didn’t
decide to retreat: he was
led. No where could | find

commendable

traits. We do-it-
yourselfers, though, have a
way of turning everything
into self-improvement
projects. The music of Lent
can help keep our eyes off
ourselves:

The theme here is that
God has done the
groundwork. This Lent
we don’t have to
struggle with denial to
reshape our will, but we
can focus on Life and let
God shape our will.
Discipline and denial
have a place: just don’t
confuse self-
improvement with
eternal salvation. Don’t
waste energy working
to obtain what you al-
ready possess: God’s
love.

Mary Cornelius

season. We contemplate . t "t ,
denial of pleasure for the that he went without food ! ! "
restoration of body and to restore his youthful $ -

soul. We give up chocolate figure, nor did h_|s daily "

to lose weight or we p_Ianner record life goals_ to ) )
shorten our sleep time to live a m?re purposeful life. "

allow time for meditation He d'.dn t ta_ke up a new

to clear our minds and exercise regime to o) $
souls or exercise to shape stre_ngthen his bOdY' He n !

our bodies. Perhaps rather denied the temptations to oy

than denial we adopt new trustin Go_d, to concede

oractices: healthy eating, ~ “Wat Gods. t " S
daily prayer, exercise, It can be argued that denial

service projects. Too often,  of certain pleasures can ($ "$ "
though, these practicesare  lead to God. Humility, "ok

simply ways to improve service and good habits are

GoD Is PRESENT IN THE WORD

Sunday Morning Adult month we will look at the lives today.

Education continues with
the fascinating video series
called )" ". This
series is meant to challenge
our ideas about Jesus in the
hopes of drawing us into a
lively conversation about
the mysteries of faith and
life. Produced by

0 " "thisseriesis
meant to generate faith
conversations and does not
provide easy answers. This

birth of Jesus, the teachings
of Jesus and the kingdom of
God. All are welcome.

Tuesday small groups will
meet at 7pm on February 2
and 9. The men are watch-
ing a video series on the
Book of Revelation. The
women are reading stories
from the Old Testament
about the transformation of
Israel into a nation that also
speaks to our world and

Small Groups will take a
Lenten break and join the
Wednesday night Soup &
Study beginning February
24th. This Lent we will
look at the events of Jesus
last week leading up to his
death and listen for how
Jesus’ story shapes ours.
We will begin with the
cleansing of the temple
from Mark 11: 12—19.

We can’t be just
worshiping this guy
who’s meek and mild.
He’s got to have some
edge to him!

Emily Townes,
Saving Jesus
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We walk by faith, not
by sight

GOD IS ABLE TO
PROVIDE YOU
WITH EVERY
BLESSING IN

ABUNDANCE, SO

THAT BY ALWAYS

HAVING ENOUGH

OF EVERYTHING,

YOU MAY SHARE

ABUNDANTLY IN
EVERY GOOD

WORK.

2 CORINTHIANS 9:8

RESOURCE: A Look Back AT 2009

We just finished a fiscal year
s0 a reasonable thing to do is
look back to see how we did.
And that would be, how did
we do relative to the Mission
Plan for 2009 that was ap-
proved by the Congregation
in December of 2008? Since
we are highly influenced by
the current year performance
to predict the following year,
it is helpful to see how the
year finished up to see if our
new plan appropriately
accounted for all the right
factors.

There are some key numbers
that we look at. Envelope
Giving is an important
number for a couple reasons.
First, it is our primary source
of income. Envelope Giving
is also a primary indicator on

how people feel about their
church. And in 2009, we did
very well as we finished the
year about $1,100 over plan.
Actually, this is pretty good
estimating as the total plan
was $146,900 (kudos to our
Financial Secretary-Kelly
Burkhardt). Total Expenses
would be another key num-
ber. And again, we did pretty
well as we finished about
$1,300 under plan (compared
to total plan of $188, 782).
The fact that we came so
close on both of these key
numbers suggests that we
have a pretty good handle on
our financial planning and we
should have high confidence
for success in 2010. It also
says that we have strong and
steady support from the
congregation, even in these

difficult economic times.

Completing our building
project and incorporating the
extra space into how we do
ministry will be important for
us this year. Evenina
partially completed state, the
benefits of the extra space
have become apparent,
especially as we gather for
fellowship in Lange Hall. We
are all waiting to see how the
feel of the sanctuary is
changed with the removal of
the East wall. There may be
some unanticipated expense
impacts to the operating plan
as things settle out but having
a good solid plan will help us
navigate through whatever
happens.

Ron Bucholz, Treasurer

Almost 75 kids from our

neighborhood do not

have a caring adult to see

that they are fed each
day.

2009 YEAR END GIVING STATEMENTS

Giving Statements for Members and Visitors of St. Andrew are available for pick up in the

Narthex. We will mail out all statements not picked up at the end of February. If you will not
be able to make it in before then and would like yours sooner, please call the church office and
Kelly will gladly drop it in the mail.

CHOLLA/LAKEVIEW FOOD PANTRY

Here is a list of food items
that will help us feed our
neighborhood kids through
the newly forming food
pantry at Lakeview and
Cholla schools. Items can
be donated any time, but
we would like to help kick
off this effort on Souper
Bowl Sunday, February
7th. Bring your donations

to the church or the party
at the Guenthner home.
Thank you for being
Christ-centered in the
community spreading
God’s love and word to all.

Dry Goods

Cereal, Beans, Rice, Pasta,
Ramen Soups, Shelf-Stable
Milk

Canned Goods

Vegetables, Fruits, Soups,
Meats

Snacks

Fruit Cups, Juice Boxes,
Granola Bars
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JOYFUL SERVING—TABLE FELLOWSHIP

Parish Life

| have a new and improved
sign up sheet for after service
fellowship in Lange Hall. It is
located near the coffee pots.
We all love to eat and drink
coffee after church and catch
up on the latest church goings
on and with each other. Just
something easy and simple
will be fine. Ask a friend to
help or do it as a family, it's
very rewarding.

Thanks, Dianne Wasgatt

Altar Guild

As you assess your spiritual
gifts and take inventory on
how you can serve at St.

Andrew, we have a need in
preparing for communion.

Susan Schmatjen is our leader
for Altar duties and also the
President of the congregation,
which requires much time. In
reviewing the calendar for
this year, | discovered that |
am not available to help as
much as needed. We need
your help!!

Serving on this team is not a
commitment that involves
lots of time, but we need
dependable people. Itisa
position that serves in the
background but is important
to our weekly worship.

If you are interested please
call the church office or me:
623-931-8917. We will
introduce you to Joyfully
Serving!!

Always, Jackie Cunningham

PRAYER Is OUR

Martin Luther writes this
about prayer: “One may
observe that God always
grants more than we are
able to ask or understand.
Accordingly, one should
learn that those who want
to pray properly should
accustom themselves to
pray with confidence and
not to be deterred either
by the greatness of the

CONNECTION TO GOD's WILL

things to be granted or by
the unworthiness of their
praying.” - "t

1 # ,p.8l

Luther goes on to tell the
story of Monica, mother of
Augustine, a 5th Century
Bishop, who prayed for her
son and asked that he be
delivered from foolishness
and be baptized. She

waited a long time, but
eventually her prayer was
answered. Her son not
only converted but devoted
himself to the study of
God. He became a teacher
and Bishop who still shapes
our church today. His
mother would have been
satisfied with his baptism,
but the world got so much
more. That’s God’s way!

Looking for a place to
serve?

Help is needed to
provide fellowship
treats and to prepare the
altar for worship.

EMAIL PRAYER
REQUESTS TO
THE KNEEMAIL
PRAYER CHAIN
AT
PRAYERCHAIN@
SAINTANDREWAZ.
ORG

MEN'S WISDOM COUNCIL

The St. Andrew Men’s
Wisdom Council also
known as Men’s Breakfast
meets the 4th Saturday of
each month for food, fun
and fellowship. This
month’s meeting is on
February 27 at 8am.

All men are welcome to
bring your appetites and

your favorite tool. See if
you can stump your
friends.

Led by Lyle Tolifson the
Men’s Wisdom Council
also plans a spring retreat
each year. This year the
men will again be in Payson
from Friday, May 21
through Sunday, May 23.

MEN"S
WISDOM
COUNCIL

SATURDAY
FEBRUARY 27

8AM

ALL MEN
WELCOME
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MOVIENIGHT WITH
GRACE AND BETHEL
FEBRUARY 28, 4PM

On February 7th, the youth

"\
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will be collecting food and
cash donations as part of the
Souper Bowl of Caring. Cash
donations go to the food
banks and canned goods go to
the new food pantry at the
schools across the street.

Youth are invited to attend
the Super Bowl Party at 3pm
at Devon Guenthner’s house.

We are waiting to hear from
the Cholla Neighborhood
Association about a graffiti

removal day in February.
Following the removal there
will be food and games for

everyone. Watch the bulletin

for details.

The next movie night will be

at Grace on Sunday, February

28th. We will leave here at
4pm and return at 8pm. No
word yet on the movie or
menu, but it is bound to be
good.

The rained out hike to South
Mountain will be rescheduled
for the spring.

SHOWING
KINDNESS,
DOING JUSTICE,
AND SERVING
THOSE IN NEED

MISSION OF
LUTHERAN
SOCIAL SERVICES
OF THE
SOUTHWEST

| —-—

REFUGEE UPDATE

The Tun family continues to
adjust to life in America.
Mom and dad have worked at
an industrial laundry for over
2 years and are hard workers.
| took the kids to Mc Cor-
mick Ranch railroad park
over Christmas for the train
ride and they loved it. The
highlight of the evening was
when they wanted to buy me
a hot chocolate. They said,
“We have money to treat

you". Kyn, the eldest daugh-
ter will graduate from high
school this year and her goal
is to be a teacher. She is look-
ing for a job to help cover the
cost of going to GCC. If any-
one can help her with a job
search please let me know.

The kids love Fun Faith Fri-
day and remember the songs
from last years VBS.

All the other families | visit

welcome me and enjoy shar-
ing school projects, food,
concerns and experiences.

If anyone has any household
items you no longer need
please call Lutheran Social
Services and they will come
and pick them up as more and
more families continue to
arrive in Arizona, the number
to call is: 602 248 4400.

Thanks, Dianne Wasgatt

FUN-FAITH-FRIDAY

On the 3rd Friday of every
month, children are invited
for an evening of Bible fun
based on stories, crafts,
games, music, silly skits,
movies and more. The
night begins with a simple
dinner at 5:30pm and ends
at 8pm. Led by Anne Ball
our next Fun-Faith-Friday
is February 19.

This month’s theme is
Do the “Right” Thing

Fun-Faith-Fridays grew out

of St. Andrew’s positive
experience with the kids in
this community that came

to summer VBS. Itisalsoa

way to reach children who
can’t be here on Sunday’s
morning.

The interactive learning
and extended time give our
children in depth exposure
to Bible truths in a way that
is different, but supports
what is taught each week
during Sunday School.
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Birthdays for February

February 2 Deric Schmatjen
February 3 Amanda DelLano
February 4 Clair Combs
February 10 Clint Holmquist
February 13 Elaine Roll
February 14 Louise Tryon
February 21 Doris Wey
February 22 Devon Guenthner
February 27 Cindy Turner

Anniversaries for February

S Mike & Pat Reed February 19
/‘W Ray & Dorothy White February 25
ED

George & Cindy Turner February 27

Boy ScouT SUNDAY

The Boy Scouts of America  Monday nights. The Cub
incorporated on February Scouts meet on Tuesday

8, 1910. For nearly 100 nights. To say thank you
years they have been teach-  and in honor of Boy Scout
ing young men about lead-  Sunday they will again be

ership, citizenship, fitness cooking breakfast for the

and character. congregation on Sunday,
February 7, following
worship.
Boy Scout Troop 124 Boy Scout

meets at St. Andrew on Come and Eat! Sunday
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CHURCH Biblical Guiding Principles
God's Purpose Jesus is Lord
for _ :
God is present in the Word
St Andrew Prayer is our connection to God’s
iIs to be Christ- will
centered Christ’s love is shown through
iNn the joyful service
community All are welcome

spreading God's %\
Love and Word \\\'\"\b
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St. Andrew Lutheran Church Sunday Worship Hours

3101 West Cholla Street 9 am Service

Phoenix AZ 85029-4112 10 am Fellowship

(602) 942-5811 Fax: (602) 942-5838 10:30am Sunday School
Email:info@saintandrewaz.org

Pastor Pat Reed pastor@saintandrewaz.org
Congregation President—Susan Schmatjen president@saintandrewaz.org
Secretary — Kelly Guenthner secretary@saintandrewaz.org

Office Hours:
Monday—Thursday, 9am—3pm
Friday—Office Closed

St. Andrew Website: www.saintandrewaz.org
Grand Canyon Synod Website: www.gcsynod.org
ELCA Website: www.elca.org
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