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St. Andrew Lutheran Church Congregational Meeting 

May 20, 2007 10:15 a.m. 

Agenda 

 

 

 

Call to Order 

Opening Prayer – Pastor Pat 

Pastor’s Report 

Celebration of Ministry and Presentation of Ministry Reports 

Election of Congregational Council Members (4) 

Communications/Updates 

Closing Prayer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God’s purpose for St. Andrew Lutheran Church is to be Christ-centered in the 

community, spreading God's love and word to all.   

 

As a community in Christ we follow these Biblical Guiding  Principles:  

 

1. Jesus is Lord 

2 God is present in the Word 

3 Prayer is our connection to God’s will 

4  Christ’s love is shown through joyful service                          

5  All are welcome 
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So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and 

also members of the household of God, built upon the foundation of the apostles and 

prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone.  Ephesians 2: 19 – 20 

 

It has been a year of moving from strangers and aliens to welcoming neighbors and building 

relationships.  It has been a year of seeking God’s purpose and guiding principles and finding 

ways to live them out in concrete ways. It has been a year of change and transformation as 

we reconsidered and reevaluated where we have been and where God might be leading.  At 

the center of all we have done is Jesus Christ.  We continue to seek his will as we proclaim 

that Jesus is Lord.   

 

St. Andrew has been blessed this past year as members of the household of God have come 

together to pray, discern, study, work and play.  We felt God’s presence as we remembered 

what it means to be the family of God.  We felt God’s spirit urging us to be Christ-centered in 

the community spreading God’s love and word to all.  The transformation, the building up and 

the reaching out will continue in the coming weeks, months and years, but so too will the cele-

bration of ministry and of life. 

 

Thank you to all the faithful workers who have used their time, talents and treasures to  

support the building up of the body of Christ here at St. Andrew. In the pages that follow you 

will find ministry reports that reflect some of what God is doing here. Please take time to read 

them and consider where God might be asking you to serve.  Each one of us is part of the 

body of Christ – each one of us is a member of God’s household – each one of us has been 

gifted to serve joyfully.  Together we reflect Christ in this community.  The miracle is that 

through the Holy Spirit God’s love and word is spread through us as individuals and as a 

community. 

 

A year ago I came in as a stranger, but you have welcomed me as your leader. I give thanks 

for your support, prayers and encouragement.  I look forward to what the coming year will 

bring.  As this program year comes to a close I want to acknowledge the work of each of our 

teams and team leaders:  Marilyn Berry (resource), Jackie Cunningham (service), David De-

lano (worship), Susan Delano and Brittany Ball (youth), Russ Guenthner (property), Joyce 

Van Story (learning), and Dianne Wasgatt (parish life).  Council members were also an  

essential part of this first year of transformational ministry.  They are Alan Brown, Ron 

Bucholz, Russ Guenthner, Robin McManus, Susan Schmatjen, Lyle Tolifson, Tom Wasgatt, 

Brenda Wendt, and Joyce Van Story.  

 

I would also like to thank Mary Cornelius for her partnership and passion for worship, the 

transformational ministry team of Anne Ball, Ron Bucholz and Robin McManus for their  

wisdom and enthusiasm for God’s mission, and Brenda Wendt, Council President, for her 

gifted and inspired leadership.  You are a blessing. 

 

In Christ,  

 

 

 

Pastor Pat    
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2006-2007 COUNCIL ANNUAL REPORT 

Submitted by Brenda Wendt, Council President 

 

St. Andrew is blessed by many who have freely given of their time, talents and resources.  We are 

also very blessed by the ministry of Pastor Pat Reed.  We continue to be blessed by the possibilities 

of transformational ministry.  Those of us who have served on the Council this program year have 

worked very hard to fulfill our duties as Council.  The 2006-2007 program year for Council was a 

year of supporting established ministries and implementation of some new ministries.  Some of the 

major areas of work this year were:  the adoption of the guiding principles and purpose statement; 

the dissolution of the St. Andrew Foundation and the establishment of the St. Andrew Endowment 

Fund to replace it; and entering into a lease of space with Quest Alliance for their after-school/

summer program.  Below is a summary of the Council’s work over this program year.   

The program year began with the election at the May 7, 2006 congregational meeting of Ron 

Bucholz, Russ Guenthner, Robin McManus, and Brenda Wendt as Council members to replace 

members whose terms expired in May 2006.  Continuing terms on Council were:  Alan Brown, Joe 

Gangemi, Susan Schmatjen, Lyle Tolifson, and Joyce Van Story.  In November 2006 Tom Wasgatt 

was appointed to fill the seat vacated after Joe Gangemi’s resignation.  At the May, 2006 Council 

meeting, Council elected the following Officers:  Brenda Wendt, President; Joyce Van Story, Vice 

President; Robin McManus, Secretary; and Ron Bucholz, Treasurer.  Kelly Burkhardt continued in 

the appointed position of Financial Secretary.   

In addition to Council member elections at the May 7, 2006 congregational meeting, the following 

elections were also made:  Jackie Cunningham and Robin McManus, Urban Coalition representa-

tives; Marilyn Berry and Ron Bucholz, 2006 Grand Canyon Synod Assembly representatives. 

Also at the May 7, 2006 congregational meeting, an update was given on the changes being made 

to the Constitution due to changes approved to the Model Constitution at the 2005 ELCA Synod 

Convention.  The Constitution has been fully approved by the Synod Council. 

In the summer of 2006, Council formed a task force to review the St. Andrew Foundation.  The task 

force recommended that the St. Andrew Foundation be dissolved and an endowment fund be cre-

ated.   

At the December Annual Congregational Meeting held on December 3, 2006, the congregation:  1) 

adopted the purpose statement and guiding principles as presented; 2) approved the 2007 budget 

as presented; 3) approved a resolution establishing the St. Andrew Lutheran Church Endowment 

Fund; and 4) elected Marilyn Berry, Cindy Guenthner, Char Kuestermeyer, and Steve Schmatjen as 

Endowment Fund Committee Members.   

At a Special Congregational Meeting on April 1, 2007, the congregation approved entering into an 

agreement with Quest Alliance for lease of space for an after school and summer program for dis-

abled students of the Washington and surrounding school districts.  Also at this meeting, the congre-

gation elected Ron Bucholz and Jackie Cunningham as our 2007 Grand Canyon Synod Assembly 

representatives. 

There were some staffing changes during the year.  In September 2006 Kelly Guenthner was hired 

as nursery attendant for Sunday mornings.  Dee Scott resigned her position as Church Secretary to 

accept a full-time position elsewhere.  Kelly Guenthner was hired as Church Secretary in December 

2006. 
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We continue to open our facilities for use by community groups.  The Boy Scouts and 

TOPS use the facilities on a regular basis.  Maricopa County and the City of Phoenix 

use the facilities as a polling place several times during the year.  The parking lot is 

used by the surrounding schools and neighboring apartments for overflow parking.  

The Boy Scout Troop and Pack have been very supportive.  They provided a breakfast 

for the congregation and in April 2007 refurbished the playground equipment.  A com-

munity college karate class holds classes in Lange Hall when Community College 

space is not available to them and made a donation for the use of the space.   

Council enthusiastically continues to be centered in transformational ministry, using our 

purpose statement and guiding principles to guide our service.  

This program year completes my second year as Council President.  I have enjoyed 

serving the Council and congregation in this capacity and very much appreciate all of 

the support given to me.   

In His service, Brenda Wendt 

 

WORSHIP AND MUSIC COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT  

2006—2007 

 

Committee Members:     Chair – David Delano, Council Liaison – Susan Schmatjen,  

Mary Cornelius, Elaine Kvamme, Kay Madison and                                            

Pastor Pat Reed     

                                               

We continue to have one Sunday worship service at 9:00am.  Attendance has increased since 

we went to one service, and most Sundays we are full, but not overflowing.  The exception was 

Easter.  We had two services on that day with over 200 attending the 9:00 service, well over 

the sanctuary capacity, and around 70 at the 11:00 service. 

 

As Music Director, Mary Cornelius, continues to direct the choir and lead the music for three 

Sundays a month.  Chuck Sedgewick is the main supply organist for Sundays when Mary is 

out.  Mary also directed volunteers to play hand bells and the Not Ready for Sainthood Players 

for special music.  We have added instrumentalists for services at times, and have increased 

the number of rhythm instruments and volunteers willing to play them.  The Joyful Notes 

(children’s choir) provided music under the direction of David DeLano for special occasions.  

  

Several new banners and linens were made this year, including a new set for Palm Sunday. 

 

Work has started on a Worship Assistant Handbook.  A training session for Worship Assistants 

was held in the fall.  The plan is to have at least one session a year. 

 

The pre-amp/mixer for our sound system is starting to age.  We are looking at the options to 

either repair or replace it.  At this point only 6-7 of the 16 circuits are working reliably, and oth-

ers are generating noise. 

 

A fund raising drive was set up in conjunction with Thrivent Financial for Lutherans to buy new 

hymnals.  Almost $1000 has been raised so far, and Thrivent will be matching $600.  This 

gives us enough to order 80 new hymnals.  Our goal is to have 120, so donations are still be-

ing accepted.  See Mary Cornelius or David DeLano for donation forms. 
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                             SERVICE MINISTRY TEAM 

                      ANNUAL REPORT 

                            2006-2007 

 

The Service Ministry Team, with considerable support of the members of this congregation, has been able to ac-

complish much this past year. 

   

The Purpose of the Ministry Team is to “Extend Christian compassion and helpfulness to all persons of all ages in 

need of aide, body and soul.  Share the Gospel of Christ by meeting the needs of the community, within and with-

out.”  With the Transformational process we are focusing on the Purpose statement as accepted by the Congre-

gation, “The purpose of St. Andrew Lutheran Church is to be Christ-centered in the community, spreading God’s 

love and word to all.”  Wording may be different but we believe we are focusing on our call to serve. 

 

The following is a synopsis of the focus of the Service Ministry Team since May of 2006. 

 

Collection for the Homeless (Grace Room):  In May, the service team coordinated a collection for the home-

less around Grace Lutheran in downtown Phoenix.  We delivered 45 articles of clothing, 2 blankets, 56 bars of 

soap and 52 misc. toiletry items for their ministry. 

 

Emergency Baby Boxes:  During the summer months this ministry was in support of the Desert Mission Food 

Bank to provide a three-day supply of food and necessities for those infants in special need.  We donated 348 

diapers, 80 diaper wipes, over 30 boxes/jars of baby food and cash.  Summer time is a time when the food banks 

struggle to provide for those families in need.   

 

Christmas in July:  This program was initiated many years ago.  The focus is to provide students who need ex-

tras when school is ready to begin.  This year for Cholla Middle School and Lakeview Elementary we collected 

178 pairs of socks, 80 pairs of underwear, 71 T-shirts, over 500 pens, over 700 pencils, 6 backpacks, 70 boxes of 

crayons, 101 glue sticks & bottles, 178 packages of paper, plus markers, colored pencils, erasers, pencil boxes, 

protractors, binders and rulers.   We are grateful to Kathy Hill and Robin McManus for coordinating this ministry.  

 

Lakeview Elementary:  In January, we continued our drive for dental hygiene products to provide students with 

supplies during their study in February.  We collected 129 items (toothbrushes, toothpaste, floss, mouth wash).  

We thank Keith Newbill for delivering the donations to Lakeview.  Last December per request from staff at Lake-

view we provided food and gifts to one of their families who would have had little to share over the holidays.  

 

Cholla Middle School:  This year, we have been able to support some of the needs of families of the older stu-

dents as well.  The names of 7 families were submitted to us who were in need of food for the Thanksgiving holi-

day.  With the assistance of the Confirmation class and Youth groups and the donations from our congregation 

we were able to provide full meals for those 7 families and partial meals to 3-4 additional families.  We are a very 

giving congregation, thank you.  

 

CROP walk:  The walk for our area was November 19

th

 at Sahuara Ranch Park.  This year we were unable to 

find a volunteer to coordinate, but Stephen Spanelli decided to participate for our congregation.  He raised 

$550.00 for the Church World Service, which helps the poor, hungry and displaced at home and around the 

world.  We have now been informed that the walks in the west valley will be held in the spring (cooler weather), 

but it was decided that the next event will not be until the spring of 2008 as it was too close to the last event.  His-

torically, St. Andrew has been very active in this ministry and we will continue to support those who chose to par-

ticipate. 

 

Angel Tree Ministry:  St. Andrew Lutheran has been active in this Prison Ministry for over 18 years.  We were 

fortunate to have Kathy Hill coordinate this ministry.  The congregation provided 20 gifts, a gift of clothing and a 

“toy” to children of seven families, plus food gift cards to each caregiver of the children.  In addition, we were noti-

fied of a couple of families in our neighborhood and provided gifts for those children as well.  We thank you for 

continuing to support this program as it focuses on the children, who through no fault of their own, are not able to 

celebrate the holiday as we are accustomed to. 
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Military Collections:  Robert L. Bohach of the First Marine division contacted us in March to request some 

canned meat products and reading materials to be shipped with the next Marine division being deployed to Iraq.  

Without much notification we were still able to provide over 90 cans of meat, 18 packages of beef jerky, 8 puzzle 

books and “lots” of magazines. 

 

The next two ministries are ongoing: 

 

Desert Mission Food Bank:  Since May, 2006, the food drives for Desert Mission Food Bank has provided 460 

pounds of food and $514.27 in cash.  Most of the monies and food items were collected during our Souper Bowl 

party, and we thank Russ and Cindy Guenthner for opening their home for us during this event.  We thank Robin 

McManus for delivering the food.  We, also, thank those who continually month after month help to fill our food 

basket in the narthex.  This was an especially exciting year as with the coordinating efforts of Patti Sills -Trausch, 

6 of our youth and 9 adults were able to work at the food bank on a Saturday morning.  We packed over 500 

emergency food bags in a little over two hours.  This is a service that we hope to be able to participate in again.  

 

Two cents” for World Hunger:  Our monthly collection of coins in our “Two Cents” for World Hunger totaled 

$784.00 from May of 2006 through March of 2007.  In June, we were notified that an anonymous donor was 

matching these monthly collections!!  Thank you!!!  Stephen Spanelli is counting and wrapping the coins each 

month and we appreciate his service.  The total of the receipts we have received from ELCA World Hunger dur-

ing from July 6, 2006 through January 30, 2007 was $1285.23.  This total of course may reflect an amount indi-

viduals specify for World Hunger in addition to the “Two cents” collections. 

 

Shepherding:  The purpose of this ministry is to provide verbal communication with all members of the congre-

gation.  The membership is divided among those who volunteer to make phone calls, usually to 6-8 families each 

month.  At this time upcoming activities are provided and an opportunity given for the member to share concerns 

and if prayers/visitations are needed.  The information is shared with prayer team if requested and to pastor (if 

requested, information to pastor only).  The goal is for each member to receive at least one phone call per month 

and one written contact (newsletter via e-mail or at the church).  Currently our coordinator is Lyle Tolifson and our 

“Shepherds” are Ron Bucholz, Gene Green, Marilyn Green, Robin McManus, Andrew Kohtz, Elaine Kvamme, 

Lyle Tolifson, Joyce Van Story, Hilda Miller, Mary Weber and Jackie Cunningham. This is a continual work in pro-

gress and there is no doubt that we need more volunteers as the congregation continues to grow.   

 

Note Cards:  It is a special feeling to be remembered on one’s birthday, anniversary or special event.  This min-

istry is provides notes to members for those special occasions.  Lyle Tolifson prints the note cards for us and 

Elaine Kvamme is faithfully sending the notes.  We would celebrate anyone acknowledging events important to 

those in our community.   

  

New Horizons: 

 

ONE ministry:  We have been reviewing information on ONE ministry; which encourages Lutherans to engage in 

the political process by encouraging the US government to meet the commitments it made to end poverty by di-

recting 1% of the US budget to meet the MDGs (Millenium Development Goals:  Eradicate Extreme Poverty and 

Hunger, Achieve Universal Primary Education, Promote Gender Equality and Empower Women, Reduce Child 

Mortality, Improve Maternal Health, Combat HIV/AIDS, Malaria and other Diseases, Ensure Environmental Sus-

tainability, and Create a Global Partnership for Development).  The last printed information I obtained stated that 

ONE leaders are established in 27 out of 65 synods.  Our goal would be to become advocates to end poverty in 

the world. 

 

 

Fair Trade:  The Service Ministry team has been blessed with Patti Sills-Trausch joining our team this year.  She 

is a strong advocate for Social Justice in the world.  She has led two adult education discussions on exactly what 

“Fair Trade” means and how we can help make international trade rules fair.  We plan to continue be open to 

ideas on how we at St. Andrew can work towards helping to eliminate world poverty. 
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 Opportunities for Growth:  There are many opportunities that our congregation can serve in 

and we are striving to educate ourselves in exactly what the needs are and how best we can 

joyfully serve.  Areas that we plan to explore include Alternative Gift Giving, Bread for the 

World, Health ministry, Senior assistance programs – providing rides, helping with groceries, 

meals, visitations, serving meals to homeless, assistance to the hospitalized or ill, being sup-

portive in times of crisis (work, family, financial, spiritual). 

 

Sew ‘n Sews:  The members of the Sew-n-Sews function very independently and will have a 

separate report.  They are faithful and dedicated to providing warmth and comfort to those in 

need. 

 

This past year the Prayer Chain (“Knee-mail”) in light of the emphasis of prayers in the trans-

formational process is being coordinated through the church office and no longer under the 

“umbrella” of Service Ministry Team. 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the team members:  Robin McManus and Lyle To-

lifson as co-liaisons from council, Cindy Guenthner, Kathy Hill, Elaine Kvamme, Patti Sills-

Trausch and Pastor Pat Reed.  The team has not only supported all the above ministries but 

we have also provided for fellowship hours and Lenten soup supper.  This ministry cannot 

grow without the commitment of many. 

 

As part of St. Andrew congregation all of us are part of the service ministry whether you have 

donated a food item, clothing, supplies, called someone, visited with someone or prayed for 

someone in need; you are part of the ministry.  Our vision is to provide for those in need and 

ensure that no one in our community feels alone or uncared for.   

 

In quoting one of our Biblical Guiding Principles: “Christ’s Love is shown through Joyful Ser-

vice”.  With your prayers and support we look forward to another exciting year of serving with 

you.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jackie Cunningham, Team Leader 

Date:  April 28, 2007 
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SEW ‘N SEWS 

ANNUAL REPORT 

2006-2007 

                         

The “Sew ‘N Sews” main objective is to make quilts.  The bulk of the quilts are made for and donated to 

organizations that provide warmth and comfort to individuals in need.  Over the past seven years they 

have also supported the “Milestone Ministry” program by providing quilts to high school graduates for a 

special sending ceremony, plus making quilts for baptisms, special gifts and fund raisers. 

 

All materials used by the “Sew ‘N Sews” are donated or provided by the members themselves. This 

ministry is self-sustaining (as not a budget line item).  The servants of this ministry also contribute yearly 

to food baskets and provide treats for fellowship hour. 

 

Last fall one of our long time members, Ginny Nelson, moved to the east valley.  We have missed her; 

hopefully she will be able to visit on occasion. 

 

This year the group made: 

   62 quilts for the Chrysalis shelter 

   4 graduation milestone quilts 

   3 quilts for Baptism                                      

 

Members of the “Sew ‘N Sews”: 

 Mary Weber, coordinator 

 Lee Basta 

 Lenore Davis 

 Mary Hart 

 Karen Maddy 

 Hilda Miller 

  

Respectfully submitted, 

Mary Weber/jdc 

 

Men’s Wisdom Council 

2007 

 

Although we did not solve all the problems at St. Andrew or the world this year, the Men’s Wisdom 

Council felt it did discuss many of the burning issues that have come along.  Our monthly breakfast was 

well attended and thanks go out to Russ Guenthner for his waffles, Mike Sills-Trausch for his health 

food breakfast, Jerry Stumper (and wife) for his special sausage muffins, and many others that helped 

provide the food.  Not only were we nourished in body we were spiritually nourished with the discus-

sions, sharing and caring time.  We did a few projects probably the most notable was the bathroom re-

model thanks to Mike Reed, Ron Bucholz, Alan Brown, Steve Schmatjen, Mike Cornelius, Mike Sills-

Trausch, Russ Guenthner, Tony Cunningham, Keith Newbill and others.  Our Annual retreat was a 

great success and well attended, we even got to see snow in May, God does provide. 

 

Anyway it has been a great year for St. Andrew and the men, we encourage men of all ages to partici-

pate (just ask Dale Barry or Stephen Spanelli).  We look forward to another exciting year and pray for 

further enlightenment, God knows we need it.   

 

Blessings from your St. Andrew Men’s Wisdom Council, 

 

Lyle Tolifson 
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TRANSFORMATIONAL MINISTRY 

ANNUAL REPORT 

2006 – 2007 

 

Successful Transformation is a Community Effort* 

 

In May, 2006, seven teams from St. Andrew walked the neighborhood, knocked on doors, and 

talked with our neighbors.  We asked them what was good about the neighborhood, what could be 

improved, what can a church do to improve life in the neighborhood, and could we pray for them.  

God blessed us with receptive and kind people. 

 

Successful Transformation is Driven by a Sense of Purpose* 

 

In August, 2006, more than 50 people attended the Congregational Retreat to pray, study God’s 

word and listen.  God blessed us with a renewed Spirit and purpose. 

 

GOD’S PURPOSE FOR ST. ANDREW IS TO BE CHRIST-CENTERED IN THE COMMUNITY, 

SPREADING GOD’S LOVE AND WORD TO ALL 

 

BIBLICAL GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

Jesus is Lord 

God is present in the Word 

Prayer is our connection to God’s will 

Christ’s love is shown through joyful service 

All are welcome 

 

Successful Transformation Demands Spiritual Openness and a Willingness to Change For the Sake 

of God’s Mission* 

 

In October, 2006, Quest Alliance expressed an interest in using our facilities for their after-school 

program.  (Quest Alliance is a flexible, community based, human services organization that pro-

vides personalized services to people with disabilities.)  Ron Bucholz, Russ Guenthner, Joyce Van 

Story, and Pastor Reed were appointed by Council to see if this was something God was calling us 

to do.  This would entail a change for us and a commitment to share our facility.  After prayerful, 

careful consideration the team presented the proposal to the community and we approved.  On 

April 30, 2007, Quest Alliance began using Koinonia for their after-school program.  God blessed us 

with beautiful, smiling children, their parents, and the Quest Alliance staff. 

 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a 

living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to 

this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the 

will of God — what is good and acceptable and perfect. (Romans 12:1-2) 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Robin McManus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Learned from a study of the 10 year ELCA Evangelism Strategy 
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LEARNING AND SPIRITUAL GROWTH TEAM  

ANNUAL REPORT 

2006 – 2007 

 

This team has spent a transition year under the leadership of council representative Joyce Van Story.   

Special thanks are due to Joyce Van Story and Anne Ball for their leadership and willingness to assume 

extra duties.  Anne Ball again served as Sunday School Superintendent, Vacation Bible School Director 

with help from Cheryl Gangemi, and Christmas Program director with help from Mary Cornelius and 

David Delano.  Joyce Van Story assisted with Confirmation and organized several junior high fun events 

in addition to teaching on Sunday mornings.   Our hope for this coming year is to build a core team of 

people who are passionate about the learning ministries of this congregation.   

 

Sunday Church School 

This year the children aged preschool to 3rd grade participated in learning during eight different units 

based on “The Parables of Jesus” and “The Miracles of Jesus.”  Attendance in this class averaged 

about 12 students per week.  A team of 17 different volunteers taught lessons in art, music, drama, 

games, cooking, science and storytelling during each unit throughout the year. 

 

The 4th—8th grade students participated in the “Bible Blitz” program with their teacher, Joyce Van 

Story.  The average attendance in this class was about 10. 

 

Thank you to our Sunday Church School volunteers:   

Brittany Ball, Kelly Burkhardt, Jackie Cunningham, Amy Daugherty, Debbie Goodland, Cindy 

Guenthner, Mary Hart, Lorilee Kroulik, Laura Rossow, Susan Schmatjen, Dee Scott, Kristin Shannon, 

Cheryl Sitko, Jerry Stumper, Laura Tolifson, Cindy Turner, and Tom Wasgatt. 

 

Cindy Guenthner instructed and challenged the senior high youth and planned various Sunday morning 

events and lessons.  Cindy’s dedication to our Senior High Youth is appreciated.   

 

The Adult Sunday School class went through a series of “No Experience Necessary” Bible studies on 

God’s mission to love and bless the world.  Most classes were taught by Pastor Pat with help from Mike 

Reed and special sessions on Fair Trade by Patti Sill-Trausch. 

 

Vacation Bible School 

“Fiesta!” was held in June 2006 and about 40 children participated.  Approximately 20 adult and youth 

volunteers made last year’s VBS one of our best! 

 

 

Small Group Bible Study 

Tuesday night has become small group Bible study night for men and women.   The men’s small group 

is led by Mike Reed.  The women are led by Pastor Pat.  Small Group Bible study resumes this summer 

on June 19.  

 

Cursillo 

St. Andrew is again a participating Cursillo community.  We sent four participants to Cursillo weekends 

(#109,#110) in October:  Alan Brown, Ron Bucholz, CJ Condon and Dee Scott.  Pastor Pat and Laura 

Rossow served on the Women’s Team #112 this spring.  Kristin Shannon attended Women’s Weekend 

#113 this May.   Pastor Pat also served on the My Father’s House Team for junior high youth in Sep-

tember. 

 

This August St. Andrew will be hosting a Cursillo gathering.  Our hope is to have more people attend 

this spiritual renewal weekend. 
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Milestone Events 

 

Three children were baptized this past year:  Kyla Holmquist, Rylie Cunningham and Ryan Scott.   

Family members met with Pastor Pat to talk about the grace and promises of baptism. 

 

Three of our young people were confirmed on Reformation Sunday, October 29: Sarah Madison, 

KJ Newbill, and Heather Whiting following two years of instruction and a week oft Campfirmation in 

May, 2006.  In the Fall under the supervision of Joyce Van Story the students wrote faith papers 

and made stoles with the help of Alice Lewis reflecting their personal faith understanding. 

 

A new class of 7

th

 grade confirmation students includes: 

Allison Burkhardt, Zak Randlett, Natalie Williams, Timothy Whitewater and Joey Willis.  Classes 

were taught by Pastor Pat and Joyce Van Story. 

 

Twelve students completed class with Pastor Pat and a family member on the meaning of Holy 

Communion:  Chris and Tyler Booker, A.C. and Kimmie Holder, Jacob and Madeline Jahrmarkt, 

Kolton and Makenna Kroulik, Emily Shannon, Galina, Glenn and Tommy Spencer.  This milestone 

was celebrated at our Maundy Thursday worship service. 

 

Three students received Bibles  after completing Bible overview instruction with family members:  

Chris and Tyler Booker and Jake Sitko. 

 

In addition milestones of entering Sunday school, entering Confirmation and Graduation were also 

celebrated.  

 

An intergenerational Advent event coordinated by Cindy Guenthner incorporating crafts, food and 

anticipation was well attended.  Many thanks again to Cindy for sharing her time, talent and crafts. 

 

Prayer Ministry 

  

Prayer is an important priority at St. Andrew.  That is reflected in one of our Biblical guiding princi-

ples:  Prayer is our connection to God’s will.  Everyone in the congregation is asked to pray 

daily that God’s will be done through this congregation and her leaders. 

 

Our Knee Mail Prayer Chain receives specific requests through the church office or by emailing 

prayerchain@saintandrewaz.org.  Concerns are prayed over by a team of people dedicated to in-

tercessory prayer.  Currently there are 12 people on the prayer chain. Prayer concerns include 

health, job and relationship issues as well as praises for the wonderful way that God works.  If you 

would like to become part of this important ministry, contact the church office (602-942-5811). The 

prayer chain is coordinated by Linda Gaber. Please say a prayer of thanks for Linda and Karen 

Lewsader, past coordinator, for their dedication to prayer and willingness to serve. 

 

Prayer ministers pray for prayer concerns following each service.  Our prayer ministers are Shirley 

Prochazka, Mike Reed and Marcia Mohr, who also makes in home visits. 

 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Pat, Anne Ball, Joyce Van Story 
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YOUTH TEAM REPORT 

PROGRAM YEAR MAY, 2006—MAY, 2007 

 

Once again, the youth ministry at St. Andrew has had a busy year!  The goal of our youth ministry at St. Andrew 

is to facilitate and nurture the spiritual growth of our youth, through fellowship events, service projects, and faith -

building activities.   Over the course of the past year, we have 18 youth we have contacted about events, and 

have 14 who have participated on a regular basis. 

 

Youth Minister:  Brittany Ball took over the duties of youth minister in January, 2006, and has continued to grow 

in her roll of coordinating and leading youth events, while also attending school and working full -time.  Brittany 

has established a good rapport with the senior high youth, and the youth are comfortable interacting with her.  

She has been sending the youth mailings with upcoming events for the next 1-2 months, which has proven to be 

the most efficient way to notify the youth of events.  Brittany was able to attend Campfirmation in June 2006 for a 

few days, and plans to try to attend again this year.  This has given her the opportunity to get to know the jr. high 

youth better, before they move into sr. high.   

 

Major Events:  In June, the youth led the “Youth Sunday” service, facilitated by Brittany and Pastor Pat.  From 

June 16-19, a group of 10 youth, 2 leaders (Brittany Ball and Eric Wendt), and 4 adults headed to Greer in the 

White Mountains.  Activities included hiking, Bible Study, an outdoor communion services, a trip up the ski lift at 

Sunrise Mountain, stargazing, and games.  Nights were cool, days were warm, and a good time was had by all!  

September brought the Kick-Off dinner for youth and their parents, to begin talk about planning for the upcoming 

school year, sign permission slips, and compile a list of people willing to drive/chaperone events.  The youth also 

participated in the St. Andrew Talent Show.  October included a Halloween costume party and scavenger hunt, 

and also brought the start of the annual youth calendar sales.  November brought the senior high together with 

the junior high to shop for and put together food baskets for Thanksgiving. In December, the youth baked cook-

ies for Grace Lutheran to place in gift bags for the homeless, and then helped to fill 225 bags.  They included 

their holiday party/gift exchange during their cookie baking session.  In January, some of the sr. high youth 

joined other members of the congregation to tour and volunteer at Desert Mission Food Bank.  A monthly Bible 

study session “Food for Body and Soul” was incorporated into the youth activity schedule beginning this month.  It 

is led by Brittany in conjunction with Pastor Pat or other adult members of the congregation.   February was ush-

ered in with participation in the “Souper Bowl Sunday,” collecting money to be donated to the Desert Mission 

Food Bank, as well as in the annual “Souper Bowl Party.”  In March, a meeting was held with youth and their par-

ents to discuss whether it would be feasible to plan a summer trip this year.  Due to limited availability of adults to 

assist with planning, driving, and chaperoning, it was decided that this summer the youth would plan local trips 

and activities.   The youth have a goal of attending “Beach Camp” in San Diego next year, which is an estab-

lished Lutheran camp that includes full program planning, meals, counselors, etc.  April saw the youth putting 

together “carrot” place settings in preparation for the Easter brunch. 

 

In addition to the activities listed above, over the past year, the youth have: gone bowling, had game nights, gone 

out to dinner on “date night,” had a pool tournament, gone to the movies, and had pool parties.   We also have a 

significant number of youth who have contributed to the worship services during the year, by singing with choir, 

playing instruments, serving as readers, and ushering. 

 

Goals for the Future:  1.)  Encourage attendance at youth activities, especially the youth entering high school in 

the fall, and other youth members of the congregation who are not actively involved.  We also want to encourage 

youth to bring friends to activities.  2.) Increase faith-building opportunities for our youth, both within our congre-

gation, as well as with other youth groups in the valley/state.  3.) Increase parental involvement, both in assisting 

with activities, as well as encouraging their youth to participate in youth activities.  4.) Recruit more members of 

the congregation to serve on the youth team in the upcoming year.  5.) Have Brittany attend youth leader training 

opportunities.   

 

We’re blessed to have so many wonderful young people in our congregation.  We thank the congregation for all 

the support they provide to the Youth Ministry program at St. Andrew. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Susan DeLano and Brittany Ball 

St. Andrew Youth Team 
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RESOURCE TEAM 

ANNUAL REPORT 2007 

 

Team Members: 

  Marilyn R. Berry, Team Leader 

  Ron Bucholz, Kelly Burkhardt, Mike Sills-Trausch 

  Special needs help:  Frank Gaber and Andrew Kohtz 

 

Our Team feels it is important to stress how we use our time, our talents and our resources.  It is our 

responsibility to stress this meaning of Stewardship. 

 

Our members write articles for the St. Andrew Calling, give occasional short talks on Sunday mornings 

to keep us informed regarding the use of our benevolence dollars to the church at large, and conduct 

our every member response program annually.  For 2007 we had a specified “Commitment Sunday”.  

A catered lunch was served directly after the last service.  We then were enlightened regarding the 

scope of our ministry possibilities. 

 

Our Treasurer, Ron Bucholz, (with input from each MINISTRY TEAM) prepares the proposed budget.  

It is presented to the Church Council for approval.  Envelopes are purchased and provided to mem-

bers and friends of the congregation for their weekly commitment.  This resource supports the minis-

tries voted as important to our members, community and the church at large. 

 

At present our Team meets monthly the first Thursday of each month directly after our ALL TEAM 

MEETING which begins at 7P.M.  We discuss our financial status with a report from the Bookkeeper, 

Nancy Fisher.  Treasurer Ron Bucholz, reports on our balances.  Kelly Burkhardt, (incidentally, the 

only member who has your confidential information) keeps us informed regarding the congregations 

giving pattern. 

 

This TEAM thanks you for your faithfulness as we are then able to continue to fund the ministries that 

were in the approved budged 

 

May the Lord bless our ministry in this place, 

 

Marilyn R. Berry 
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PARISH LIFE REPORT 

2006—2007 

 

Parish Life continues to provide a sign up sheet for fellowship after worship on Sunday 

mornings.  Thank you to all who provided food and coffee this past year. 

 

Here are a few of the other activities brought to you by Parish Life: 

 

In June 2006 Parish Life held the 4

th

 annual spud rally 

In September 2006 we held the first talent show and pot luck. 

Rally Sunday in September, 2006 provided brunch 

New member’s lunches were provided 

Cakes for graduates and confirmands. 

Pot luck for advent workshop 

Congregational meeting potluck 

Provided cookies and punch for Christmas program 

Provided soup and dessert for Lent soup suppers 

Organized a silent auction and dinner fund raiser 

Organized Easter Brunch 

Organized lunches for congregational meetings 

Organized Celebration of Ministry Brunch 

Maintains kitchen supplies 

Cleans and organizes kitchen and storage rooms 

 

Dianne Wasgatt 

 

 

 

 

WOMEN’S RETREAT TEAM 

ANNUAL REPORT 2007 

 

Last year’s women’s retreat was held October 6—8, 2006 at Camp Aloma in Prescott.  

Approximately 25 women attended. The retreat was coordinated by Karen Lewsader 

and Robin McManus with supporting help from many others.  Our retreat leader was 

Jacque Miller, who lead the women to better understand their personality types and 

how that affects our prayer styles and heavenly behaviors.  The retreat ended with a 

healing/communion prayer service.   

 

This year’s women’s retreat will be held October 5—7 at Living Water Retreat Center in 

Cornville, Arizona.  The planning team includes Mary Hart, Dee Scott, Dianne Wasgatt, 

CJ Condon, Laura Rossow, Kristin Shannon & Amy Daugherty, Cheryl Sitko, Elaine 

Kvamme, Anne Ball, Susan Schmatjen, Cindy Guenthner and Robin McManus. The 

theme is Chocolate Boutique.  Come and discover the richness and grace of God. 
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Property Report:  

2007 

 

This has been a busy and productive year for the Property Team at Saint Andrew.  Several renovation   

projects have been completed, the most noteworthy being a renovation of the bathrooms in the church and 

also in Lange Hall.  

 

The renovation of the bathrooms in the church was a big project done just the week before Christmas and 

involved a lot of long hours and hard work by a whole bunch of people.  Pastor Pat never completely lost 

hope that the job would be done by Christmas, but I am afraid she did have just a few moments of doubt 

during the last week, and the very last long day.  BUT .. it was fun.  The church office is looking a little nicer 

and brighter with new lights in the hallway and the pastor's office.  

.  

The church grounds are being worked on all the time and we are making some progress trying to keep  

gophers out of our lawn.  Sometimes we wonder if we have too much lawn area, but it is nice when the 

kids have a place to run and play, and the volleyball court has been a hit with both our own youth groups 

and with the neighborhood kids.  The entire lawn area was refurbished and raked and is now starting to 

show some nice green grass.  

 

The playground equipment was completely refurbished and painted by the Boy Scout Troop 124, and we 

thank them for that.  It is very nice to see the neighbors use our playground for picnics and                      

recreation.  There are no parks for small children anywhere in our square mile so our little "park" is          

appreciated.  We are hoping to make it even nicer in the next year.  

 

At our request, Verizon repainted the bell tower and installed some pigeon defense wire, which seems to 

be working well.  A new church phone system was also donated and installed which is a big improvement 

to the impression we make to people calling our church office.  An intercom to the front door from the office 

was also added, and helps with the security of the office.  The alarm system monitoring was also            

donated.    

The property committee also worked in the planning for accommodating the Quest Alliance school.  

 

There has been a lot of work done planning for some future enhancements and additions to the 

church.  We need to expand our facilities to provide for our ministry.  These enhancements being           

considered are:  

1) added patio area for shade along West side of Koinonia and over the bathrooms on East end of Lange 

Hall.  

2)  added patio area on North side of Lange  

3) expansion of sanctuary within the bounds of the existing roof  

4) expansion of office area by enclosing patio area between Lange and current office space  

Work on these plans is moving forward and many trade-offs being considered.  We are trying hard to meet 

our current needs without starting an immediate major building plan, and also trying to work using the 

transformation process to guide us.  

 

The property committee is made up of quite a few people that put in lots of behind the scenes work.    

The work is often long and occasionally hard, but always rewarding.  The work includes many, many 

chores which must be performed daily and weekly.  There are also some very large jobs which are repair 

or renovation type of work.  

 

Thanks to everyone who fixes things, comes to the work days, and especially thanks to those who work 

many hours on the major projects.  We have fun together even though it is work.  

 

Russ Guenthner  

Property Committee Chairman  


